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Friday Snapshot: Find My iPhone
By Michelle Nijhuis on September 20, 2013 | 7 Responses

On a Friday evening last month, while on a reporting trip in western North Dakota, I
managed to drop my phone out of an airplane.

That’s right, folks. Chris Boyer of Kestrel Aerial Services, a volunteer pilot for the excellent
nonprofit group LightHawk, was giving me a bird’s-eye tour of the Bakken oil boom, and I
was snapping pictures through an open viewing window when — whoosh — my phone
slipped out of my hands and fell about 1,000 feet into a wheatfield. Profanity ensued.
(Fortunately, the field appeared deserted, and I’ve not seen any reports of iPhone-induced
head injuries in North Dakota.)

The Find My iPhone app informed me that my phone was “offline” — which I assume is a
euphemism, in this case, for “smashed to bits.” On Monday, Chris sent me the above photo as
a memento, which took some of the sting out of the $200 I had to spend on a gently used
replacement phone. Luckily, the only piece of data I lost was an audiobook, but lessons
learned: back up obsessively, and always carry a lanyard.

One of the things I believe but cannot prove is that minor reporting-trip catastrophes
prevent major reporting-trip catastrophes, so I hope this experience is just an insurance
payment. It’s neither my most expensive nor my most embarrassing screwup on the road
(the latter involved food poisoning), and it’s not even my only lost phone (I soaked a flip
phone in the Gulf of Mexico during the BP oil spill). But it may be my favorite reporting
misadventure yet. What’s yours?
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7 responses to “Friday Snapshot: Find My iPhone”

Hannah Hoag September 20, 2013 at 12:33 pm | Permalink | Reply

While hiking through a tropical rainforest, the midsole of my hiking boots
spontaneously crumbled into a fine black powder. The sole, however, remained
attached at the toe cap, and I flip flapped through the forest for the rest of the
day.

Judith Lewis Mernit September 20, 2013 at 1:00 pm | Permalink | Reply

In 1991, after spending a week reporting a story for American Theatre magazine
in Boise, Idaho, I returned exhausted to Los Angeles International Airport — my
new airport home as I’d moved to L.A. only a month before. Later, I did remember
taking the shuttle to long-term parking and setting my luggage down outside my
car as I looked through my purse for my keys. I did not remember driving away
without my luggage, containing all my notes and tapes of my carefully negotiated
interviews about why the Idaho Shakespeare Festival had canceled an Oregon
director’s production of “Spring Awakening.”

When I got home and realized what I’d done, I drove back to the airport and
persuaded the airport staff to let me return to the scene. I spent half the night
looking. Nothing. I managed to reconstruct a story with phone interviews and
from memory, but it still grieves me that it could have been so much better.

Jill U Adams September 20, 2013 at 2:37 pm | Permalink | Reply

Hmmm… I don’t have reporting misadventure story. Does that mean I’m overdue?

Melissa Allison September 20, 2013 at 5:06 pm | Permalink | Reply

That’s a great phone story. Today is my last day at The Seattle Times, and I was on
my way to my last television gig when I realized my car had a flat. I ran two miles
to the nearest Car2Go, then got caught in rush-hour traffic. I turned the A/C on
full blast to dry off the sweat. ~ Melissa, friend and colleague of Craig Welch, who
suggested I contribute

Erik Vance September 20, 2013 at 5:31 pm | Permalink | Reply

I was reporting in Bolivia on highly toxic, highly acidic, heavy-metal-laden water
there. I had my nice new Livescribe Echo pen ($230) with me. Which I then
dropped into the highly toxic, highly acidic, heavy-metal-laden water.

Jane Braxton Little September 21, 2013 at 11:55 am | Permalink | Reply

On a reporting trip to Chernobyl, my transport was an ancient Ford Scorpio. After
taking in the dilapidated ruins of the No. 4 reactor, which exploded in 1986, I
returned to the Scorpio to learn that the battery was dead. In the shadow of the
plant that caused the worst nuclear disaster in human history; in a parking lot
where my dosimeter measured 14 times the level of radiation considered safe for
prolonged exposure, I joined others at the back of the car and pushed it until the
engine coughed to life.

Cassandra Willyard September 23, 2013 at 10:03 pm | Permalink | Reply

I was on a boat with a malaria researcher in Colombia, and one of his assistants
captured a baby alligator and brought it on board. I was sort of uncomfortable
with the way he was manhandling it. And when he thrust it at me, I jerked,
knocking my brand new camera off my lap and into the river. Buh bye camera.
Buh bye all my photos/videos of that trip. Buh bye any chance of selling that
story.
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